
St. Margaret Mary Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
Minutes for Meeting that took place on Thursday, October 7, 2021 

Elected Members in Attendance: Kevin Sims, Donna Bodkin, Kelly Hartwig, Bill Keuper, Margie King, Sharon Lech  
Elected Members Not Present: Denise Blum, Ed Cefalu  
Ex Officio Members in Attendance: Fr. Gardner, Jenni Petrey     
Ex Officio Not Present: Wilma McGlasson    Recording Secretary: Janice Stentz 
 
September minutes: Approved  

Fr. Gardner’s Report  
In the Parish  
- The guidance for Covid-19 and its variants continues to encourage the wearing of facial masks when inside, but this is not mandated at the present 
time. The parish will continue to provide face masks and hand sanitizer for the foreseeable future. 
- There has been one funeral liturgy since the last PC meeting for David Myers, son of Jean and the late Boots Myers. 
- A second collection was taken on Oct. 3 for the Respect Life Fund. There will be a special collection on the weekend of Oct. 24 for the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith as we celebrate World Mission Sunday. 
- The annual Mass to acknowledge parishioners celebrating special wedding anniversaries will be on the weekend of Oct. 23/24.  
- The annual Remembrance/Bereavement Mass is scheduled for the weekend of Oct. 31 at 10 a.m. 
Upcoming in November: 
- The annual Campaign for Human Development collection will be taken on Nov. 20/21. 
- The Nov. 1 Feast of All Saints falls on a Monday this year. The obligation to attend the holy day Mass is set aside when it falls on a Monday. There 
will be one Mass for the pastoral region taking place at Assumption Church’s regular weekday Mass at 8:30 a.m. 
Upcoming in December: 
- The Feast of the Immaculate Conception on Dec. 8 always retains the obligation to attend Mass. There will be a vigil Mass on Tues., Dec. 7 at 
Assumption Church at 7 p.m.; on Dec. 8 pastoral region Masses will be at St. MM at 8 a.m. and at Assumption at 9:15 a.m. 
- Christmas and the Jan. 1 Feast of Mary, Mother of God fall on Saturdays this year. Christmas retains the obligation to attend Mass while the Feast 
of Mary, Mother of God does not.  
The pastoral region schedule will be:   
For Christmas, Feast of the Nativity of the Lord, Dec. 25:  
Christmas Eve: 3 p.m. at Assumption; 4:30 p.m. at St. MM; Christmas Day:  10:00 a.m. at both churches. 
There will be no Saturday vigil Mass for Sunday (Dec. 25) or for the Sunday Feast of Holy Family. The Dec. 26 Sunday Mass will be scheduled as 
usual at 9 & 11 a.m. at Assumption: and 10 a.m. at St. Margaret Mary. 
For the Feast of Mary, Mother of God (with no obligation as it falls on a Saturday this year): The final Mass schedule is still to be determined. 
Fr. Jerry is considering a Fri., Dec 31, New Year’s Eve Mass at Assumption and a Sat. Jan. 1 10:00 a.m. Mass at St. MM and a full Sunday schedule 
including the two Saturday vigil Masses and Sunday Masses at both parishes. 
In the Archdiocese  
- The public review of the draft listing of the Families of Parishes through the Beacons of Light website continues. The comment portal is at 
beaconsaoc.org, and forms for written comments are available with directions given for to where to send the form, from Oct. 1– 20, 2021. 
- The current version of the draft has St. Margaret Mary grouped with St. Ann and St. James, White Oak with 2 priests as a family of parishes and 
Assumption grouped with St. Vivian and St. James of the Valley, Wyoming with 2 priests as a family of parishes. 
- Vocation Awareness Week will be observed Nov. 7–13.  
O.L.G. School  
- There is no update on the lease negotiations with St. Ann for OLG school. There is a post-Beacons of Light meeting of the covenant parish pastors 
scheduled for Oct. 12.   
- Fr. Jerry presided at the first school liturgy for this year on Sept. 8, and will preside again on Sept. 28 and Oct. 19. 
 
Faith Formation Director’s Report – report submitted by Wilma 
NOTE: Unless otherwise stated, questions or requests for additional information for any of the Faith Formation activities mentioned below should be 
directed to the parish Faith Formation Director, Wilma McGlasson at wmcglasson@fuse.net or the parish office, 521-7387. 
C.L.O.W.: The leaders are prepared and seeing that the children get weekly handouts. Due to a mix up with the provider of the handouts, the order 
was lost and didn’t get delivered to the parish on time. Instead, they sent a pdf so the first volume could be printed. A local print shop was able to get 
the fall prints done in time to start distributing them on the Oct. 2 weekend. Because they weren’t printed in color there was a savings of $200.00. 
There was no charge from the provider but many apologies for the loss of our order which was a distress to our leaders. 
P.R.E.P.: There are a few families who have signed up for the P.R.E.P. home school program which will include meetings with Wilma as needed. 
The program starts this month. 
Sacrament preparation: Wilma will work with the families of the First Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation candidates on a home 
school basis, including meetings with Wilma as needed. 
Dynamic Catholic Book Club will begin to meet monthly starting in October. 



Catechetical Sunday: The recognitions for these folks were not handed out due to a miscommunication. The ushers were able to hand out some 
this past weekend at the Sunday Mass and the rest will be distributed this coming week. 
Other plans: The Faith Formation team will be looking for programs to offer over fall and winter that are appropriate and safe during the pandemic. 
Wilma regularly participates in many ZOOM meetings and presentations with Safe Environment, various Catechetical programs, CREA, a program 
for DREs, offerings from the Archdiocese and other organizations within our Catholic communities. 
 
Communications Commission (CC): Janice reported 
There have been no meetings. Nothing to report 
- Kevin said he didn’t receive the recent postcard mailing inviting parishioners to the 100th Anniversary dinner and there may have been others as 
well. Janice was asked to pass the information along to Jenni in case there was an issue with the new database program.  
 
Finance: Jenni provided report 
- The parish monthly finance report ending on Sept. 30 was presented to Council. 
- The parish will be operating at a deficit this year due to multiple reasons, such as Covid reducing weekly collection amounts and the Bingo program 
not operating at its previous levels.  
 
Buildings & Grounds: Jenni reported 
The work to repair some plumbing issues in the PAC and rectory is currently stalled/on hold. 
 
Parish Bingo program: Denise submitted a report  
There have been three Bingos since the program was restarted on a scaled back basis on Sept 3. So far, the number of patrons attending has not 
been high which makes it hard to sustain the program moving forward for a variety of reasons. Discussions will need to take place regarding the 
future of the program.  
 
Old business – 100th Anniversary Dinner and Heritage Room - Donna and Janice reported 
Plans are falling into place for the dinner which will take place on Oct. 16. The RSVPs haven’t exceeded the capacity limits for seating and it was 
decided that Donna would check with the office at the end of the day on Oct. 8 and then provide a final number to the caterer. Donna ran through her 
checklist of tasks to be completed and lined up volunteer help where still needed. Jenni will take care of ordering flowers from Osterbrock Florist. 
Kevin and Pam Windisch will be assisting at the doors to register those who had RSVP’d as they arrive. Janice noted that there will be six Sisters of 
the Precious Blood attending. Maureen will be contacted in the office about having seats reserved for them at Mass. The Heritage Room will be open 
for the sisters to visit and then parishioners. A plan will need to be worked out to allow for future access to the room. More to come on this. 
 
New business – Casino Night 2022  
PC members agreed to pursue the possibility of having Casino Night in early 2022. The logistics will need to be considered and volunteers 
committed before a final decision is made. More to come on this. 
 
Ongoing business – Beacons of Light: Fr. Jerry reported  
- Fr. Jerry provided PC members with the map that shows the proposed number of priests that will be assigned to each family of parishes since it 
was just recently added to the Archdiocese website. St. MM’s group is slated for two priests; one would be designated as the pastor and the other 
would be a parochial vicar. When Beacons of Light is implemented, some priests will receive new assignments and some will stay where they are. 
There will be a pastor named for each family and any other priests in the family grouping will be designated as parochial vicars. It is expected at this 
time that personnel changes will be announced in early 2022 so for now Fr. Jerry doesn’t know what his assignment will be or who the pastor will be 
for our family of parishes. He stated that he will likely not be assigned as a pastor due to his age. 
- Fr. Jerry stressed that the list of families of parishes is still a DRAFT and will most likely have some changes made before the final is announced 
around Thanksgiving. He said it is important to make our thoughts, concerns and feeling heard by commenting to the Archdiocese via their web 
portal or through the parish office if the internet is not accessible for anyone by Oct. 20. Comments should be specific and focused on issues such as 
those related to geography, parish relationships, past conflicts or successes they may not be aware of and to offer suggestions or alternatives. 
Comments should be presented in a respectful way.  
- Until the final draft of the families of parishes and the personnel changes are announced, future planning within the families of parishes won’t begin. 
Once the announcements are made (expected by early 2022), new leadership will need to be identified to create a representative advisory council 
and finance committee for the family of parishes that will then be tasked with developing a pastoral plan.  
- The long-term goal of Beacons of Light is that each family of parishes will move towards becoming one parish with one priest at one location. Each 
family of parishes will make decisions about the future uses and designations of their buildings, finances, staffing, etc.  
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Next PC meeting: Thur., Nov. 4, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.  

Minutes prepared by Janice Stentz  


